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Middle School Information

Middle School at Marrara is an exciting community of staff and students, where Christ and
learning are central. Our Middle School aims to support students’ development, through
Christian teachers who genuinely care about them and are committed to helping families
negotiate an interesting time in their children’s lives. Middle School is designed to connect
students. Students spend half of their time with only one teacher, allowing for the
development of a deeper student-teacher relationship. The program is hands-on,
adventurous and academically challenging. Excursions, guest speakers, performances and

camps enhance this learning experience.

The transition from Primary to Secondary School is
handled gently. Our aim is to make study real, diverse,
interesting and meaningful to students, thereby
establishing a strong academic and personal base for

further study. In Year 7, students have a Pastoral Care
Group (PCG) teacher and only a few specialist
teachers. As they progress through Years 8 and 9, students
attend a greater selection of specialised subjects which introduces them to
more teachers. This helps students to gradually adjust to various teachers and teaching

styles, while making sure that all curriculum requirements are met.

The Marrara Christian College RiSe CoDe is an essential part of the Middle School, aiming
to develop Right Choices, Service, Compassion and Dedication. Students are continuously
encouraged to develop their leadership skills through various activities, camps and special

events. It is our desire to see students flourish into the person God has created them to be.
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Core Subjects

Christ calls His people to live productively in this world, which requires various knowledges
and understandings. Marrara provides this essential knowledge to students through four
core subjects. These subjects provide students with experiences that they will need in future

life and equips them with knowledge to succeed.

English
Our English program aims to develop student abilities to express themselves confidently
in writing and speech. Students are encouraged to develop their reading and
comprehension through an extensive reading program that includes self-directed reading
and teaches them to write responses in a variety of genres such as: book reviews, letters,

diary entries, narrative and oral presentations.

History and Social Studies (HaSS)
HaSS topics not only equip students with a solid grasp of Geography and History, as
required by the new Australian Curriculum, but also deepens students’ awareness of their
role in society. Activities which are varied and diverse are core in HaSS, as students

respond through creativity and service to God and others.

Mathematics
In Middle School, we endeavour to equip students with the skills and knowledge to
problem-solve, make informed predictions and follow a logical sequence. Each student is
unique with different mathematical abilities, interests and experiences. There is a strong
focus on developing our students’ confidence in tackling problems, and helping them
recognise that they are not alone, that God has brought us together as a community of

learners to work and encourage one another in the learning process.

Science
Our Science program focuses on exploring God’s creation and power. We aim to give
students an opportunity to develop in their understanding of scientific concepts and to
explore how this relates to society and its application in everyday life. Students are
encouraged to develop a natural curiosity about the world around them. They will plan
and conduct hands-on investigations to help them to expand their scientific

understanding.



El ecti ves

At Marrara, we understand that God creates each person unique. Our Elective program
provides students with the opportunity to begin exploring their uniqueness and explore areas

of learning which may interest them for future study.

Drama
Our Drama program is a vibrant and exciting course that develops students’ performance
abilities. As students develop an understanding of how we, as people, interact and react
through the medium of drama, they gain a sense of confidence in who they are.

Horticulture
God created the earth and placed man over it to look after and ""
cultivate. Horticulture aims to develop students’ understandings of \! '

natural ecosystems and skills for working with plants.

Indonesian
Students build language skills and a foundational grammatical understanding of the
Indonesian language, sufficient to communicate at a basic level. Additionally, the cultural,
geographical and historical components of Indonesia are an integral aspect to this
subject.

Music
In this subject, the focus is on building an appreciation of musical styles. Students
develop solid skills in the musical building blocks, including composition, and group and

solo performance.

Physical Education (PE)
Being physically active is an achievable goal for all learners regardless of ability. Students
engage in a wide variety of team and individual activities. After developing a basic
knowledge of rules and skills, students develop their technique before moving on to
strategies and tactics. Theory topics such as stretching, sun-safety, and nutrition are also

explored.

Technical Studies
In Middle School, Technical Studies is designed to give our students a wide range of
experiences in food handling, wood-work and metal-work. Foundational skills are built

ready for specialisation in Senior School and beyond.

Visual Art
A wide range of artistic skills and techniques are developed over the three-year Middle
School period. Techniques such as drawing in 2D and 3D as well as a wide range of

mediums are covered.



Camps and Excursions

Camps are an integral part of each year’s curriculum. Our programs focus on raising Godly
young men and women who know their value, potential and capabilities. Camps significantly
contribute towards the growth of a student in these areas and as such are compulsory to

attend.

Excursions, guest artists and speakers are also highly valued as an important and
successful means of learning and understanding the educational subject matter as it relates

to the world in which we live.

Year 7 Camp

At the beginning of Term 1, Year 7 classes attend a retreat day which aims to introduce
students to the Christ-centered heart of Middle School. Focus is placed on developing class
unity, team-building and an understanding of how best to approach the year. Skills
established at this daylong event are then developed at the Year 7 Camp. Held in the middle
of the year, this 4 day camp takes students to Katherine, and focuses on learning new skills,
team building and problem solving. Students also experience a 2 hour Katherine Gorge boat
tour, explore the Cutta-Cutta Caves and swim at Edith Falls. Other activities include walks,

swimming, devotions and other activities near and around Katherine.




Year 8 Camp

The Year 8 camp is an adventure camp where students explore God’s beautiful creation in
and around Litchfield National Park. Students participate in varying activities including
snorkelling, swimming, hiking, and canoeing. Two main bush walking tracks are explored:
the Table Top Plateau (10.6km) and The Cascade Falls Loop (3.6km). These walks aim to
introduce students to the challenges of bush walks and prepare them for the Larapinta camp

they will attend in Year 9.

Year 9 Camp

The pinnacle of our camping program is the Year 9 Larapinta Trek, which we have been
running since 2000. This is a much anticipated event where students complete up to 100km
of sections of the world class trail in 10 days. It is a fantastic time of enjoying creation, each
other and God, whilst being away from the busy hustle and bustle and technology!

Cross Cul tuwur al Environment

Marrara Christian College is a multi-cultural community, with students from many varying
backgrounds and ethnic groups. Staff at the college also come from diverse regions of the
world and provide a rich tapestry of experience to our community. Furthermore, we have a
strong Indigenous Boarding program which houses 100 Indigenous students from remote
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Australian communities. These students board in the nationally recognised and innovative

Family Group Homes program.

Homeow k Expectations

Middle School helps to transition students into the demands of Senior School and further
academic study. It is therefore necessary to develop a habit of completing homework to
enable consolidation of learning.

Mi ssion Adventures |/

Our Mission Trip to India, also known as a Study Tour,
is usually conducted in the October school break each
year, led by school staff. Students undergo pre-trip
training using both school and para-church
organisations. The trip provides students with life-

changing experiences.

Pastor al Care Group (PCG)

PCG aims to emulate Christ’s model of discipleship by assigning one teacher to monitor and
develop students’ spiritual, emotional, physical and educational wellbeing. PCG

encompasses Biblical Studies, Health and Pastoral Care.

Spor Oipp@rtunities

Each year, Marrara Christian College
holds a Middle/Senior  Athletics
Carnival, a whole college Swimming
Carnival and a whole college Cross
Country run. These exciting events
bring the college together as a
community, and champion students’

God given physical abilities and talents.

Middle School students are also
provided with opportunities throughout the year to participate in various, extracurricular
sports clusters, which can lead to zone and territory representation.
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